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THIS® IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1., Io mid-March 1954, investigations un the conversion of boller furnzos2 0 raw lignite
and dry coal. were made ot *hc Pagh Geruan Mindstry off Heavy Iadustry ‘in the fielid
of electric ersrgy. As a result of themc Invseligations it was cxnectod st the
Ministry of Heavy Industry that a saving of 1,980,000 tons of iigniie briguettes,
inoludiig 1,940,000 tors in the snergy section would ba affecicd. Thu lncreass in
the consumotlon of raw lignite and dry coal would be 13,800,00C %cns. This conversion
to rav ligalte and dry coal burning would require an imvestment of 172,000,000 02153)1(’.1
marks,

2, Source was of the opinlon that these plans could not{ be realized, In addition, the
conversion to burning liznite in the envrgy sector azlons could not be completed
until the 1960's, The critical situation in the field of lignites resulted from the
breaking of contracis on the psrt of peoplsts democracies. esreclally Poland.

3. On 16 March 1954, Professor Dr, leibnitz (fmu) of the Institutc of I-zanis Chenistry
in leipzig, read a paper before the Technology Coumiselon of the Ministry of Heevy
Industry in wkich he sharply criticigsd e absurd uaste of rav lignits which ora
day may be the most essentisl Buropean raw matarial. Although 12t 1s hoped that
atonic energy Will become zvailzble evantually, ligniie would bs indispuncatile
for the produstion of &ll kinds of plastiecs which, in view of “hw exwsaslve ehploitas
tion of coal deposits may not be available in the future, He athacked the prrasent
tendencles Yo utilize lignite in Ecsi Germany and the expleibatlon of the West Cerman
coal mines by the Europesn Coal and Steel Pool,stating that these tendoncies would
weaken the Garman coal potential, He montioned the USA, the USSR and Chira as the
richest countries in coal, countries which, morecver, would be in possession of atow
mic energy in pear future, whereas Germaky and even the wiole of Buxope would be
soon entirely bevthe mercy of these powers, His lecture was enthusiastically applauded
by thoss present including a large mmber of representatives of the organic chemlosl
industry because the conversion of naces %o buraing lionite 23 decreed by
the Counsil of Ministers, was ge isliked, and becsuse all warnings against
the squandering of valuable 11“ Sbave, remained unheaded,
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